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It has been a great 
start to term 5 with 
lots going on right 
from the start. We 
have had our first 
round of GCSE Art 
and Photography 
exams, our French 
speaking exams as 

well as a drop down day for our Y11 
geographers and a drop down day for some 
of our Y10 and 11 i-media scholars. We also 
had a group go to Cirencester College to 
watch a production of Chicago the musical. 
And that was all in the first 4 days of term! 
Thank you to all the staff and scholars who 
helped make it a great first week back. 
  
I spoke with staff and students about my 
priorities as I take on the role of Interim 
Principal. I explained that people often 
react differently to change and uncertainty 
and it was part of my role to maintain 
consistency during the transitional phase. 
The recruitment for the substantive 
Principal who will be taking over from 
September is well under way and we 
should hopefully have some exciting news 
on that front in the next couple of weeks. 
My priorities in the interim period are 
going to be around ensuring we have the 
best possible staff in place for September 
with a strong round of recruitment and 
retention, continuing to push forward to 
ensure Nova is a great place to learn to 
ensure all students reach their potential 
academically and personally and 
supporting Y11 through their final few 

weeks at Nova to ensure they get the best 
possible outcomes so they can go on to 
have as many doors open to them as 
possible in their futures. 
  
I am excited and privileged to be part of 
Nova’s journey and I look forward to 
working with you all over this next term. 
 

Sonja Unwin 
Interim Headteacher 

MAY 2024 

Monday 6th —May Day Holiday (school 
closed to students) 

Thursday 9th—First day of GCSE exams 

Monday 27th to Friday 31st (inc) - Half Term 
Holidays 

JUNE 2024 

Monday 3rd— students return to school 

Thursday 6th—Year 5 Open Morning 

https://www.novahreodacademy.org.uk/about-nova/admissions/year-5-transition


Fab news from maths, our 100 
Digits of Pi winner is Max from 7 
Catalyst who's won a whole 
chocolate cake!  

THIS WEEK’S TOP EPRAISE SCHOLARS 

MATHS WINNER 



Welcome back Pegasus House after what I hope was a rejuvenating Easter break! 
  
We begin this final chapter of the academic year proudly atop of the leaderboard for both DISC and 
House points, which shows how much drive and scholarship we have to give! 
  
Reflecting upon our recent successes, Pegasus House continues to demonstrate outstanding teamwork 
and skill, securing victories in competitions such as Miss Parson’s dodgeball tournament for KS4, 
bowling and Connect4. A big well done to our scholars who took part and put their best foot forward 
to win these for Pegasus. 
  
As we bask in the glow of our achievements, let’s not forget that we have two half-terms left with 
plenty more opportunities to shine. There will be the egg and spoon race, penalty shoot-out, a 3 
legged race, musical chairs, sports day and many more! Orion are only just behind us in the tables so 
let’s not rest on our laurels, all can change in the drop of a hat! 
  
I’d also like to extend a congratulations to our current Year 10 prefect applicants who have made it 
through to the trial period. I look forward to seeing who will don the famous blue and gold ties come 
September! 
  
Finally, as we begin Term 5, so do our Year 11s begin their final GCSE examinations. Their hard work 
and perseverance to date are admirable and I wish them all the best! 
  
Remember Pegasus, be brave, soar high! 

Mr Harbour  
Head of Pegasus House 

PEGASUS HOUSE UPDATE 



FRIDAY CHALLENGE 

 
Congratulations to Pegasus House who 
won 250 points for their house after 
taking part in the inflatable bowling 
challenge. 

 
Congratulations to Orion House who won 250 
points for their house after taking part in the egg 
and spoon race. 



WE ARE PROUD OF 

Josh Year 9 competed in the 
NUEL Level 1 National Qualifier 
Open Meet in London at the 
London Aquatic Centre. 
 
It was a great experience for him 
to race at this venue. Josh raced 
in 6 events and got a Personal 
Best in all 6. 
 
Well done Josh! 

Congratulations to Jamie in year 8 
who was awarded a Merit in his 
grade 1 euphonium music exam 
 
The euphonium, a brass instrument 
known for its rich and mellow 
tones, requires precision and 
finesse. Jamie’s commitment to 
mastering this instrument shines 
through in his achievement.  Well 
done Jamie.  



TRIPS AND VISITS 

Year 7 Catalyst and some additional Year 7 scholars attended the Science Museum in 
London. We had a great time looking at the different exhibitions, especially the 
technician's exhibition which showed us lots of different careers for the future.  
 
We also watched a science show and saw some exciting demonstrations including a 
giant glow stick! 

The mental health 
support team 
encompassing 
Barnardos and Tahms 
have recommended a 
new free resource with 
lots of support and 
information 
 

The Sandbox | Digital Mental 

Health Service (mindler.co.uk) 

https://thesandbox.mindler.co.uk/
https://thesandbox.mindler.co.uk/
https://thesandbox.mindler.co.uk/


STAR OF THE TERM—TERM 3 

On the final day of term we had 
an awards ceremony during a 
whole school assembly.  Awards 
were presented by our Vice 
Principal Mr Unwin for the 
following categories: 
 
Scholar of the Term 
100% attendance 
Most DISC Points 
Star Slips 
 
Congratulation to all the 
winners 
 
 





An update on some of the stories we’ve shared on social media in the last fortnight.  

#ONSOCIALMEDIA 



SUPERNOVA 

Are you ready to dive into exciting adventures beyond the classroom? Look no further! Our after-
school clubs offer a vibrant space where curiosity meets creativity! Sign up on Epraise for any of 
these clubs.    



YEAR 9/10 MUSICAL JOURNEY TO GRACELAND 

“CHICAGO THE MUSICAL” REWARDS TRIP TO CIRENCESTER COLLEGE 

Scholars  in Year 9 and 10 had the fantastic opportunity to attend the London African Gospel 
Choir performing Paul Simon’s ‘Graceland’ album at the Bristol Beacon. This was a fantastic 
concert featuring traditional West African vocals mixed with western pop music. The 
performance includes hits such as ‘Diamonds on the Souls of her shoes’, ‘The Boy in the Bubble’ 
and ‘You Can Call Me Al’. 

This was a brilliant Year 8-10 
reward trip in collaboration with 
PADs students who are in Year 
10. The cast and crew were 
brilliant and we were treated to a 
brilliant workshop too! 
   
Students with high attendance 
or significantly improved 
attendance were invited to this 
trip together with our Year 10 
performing arts students, who 
were inspired by the 
performances, glitz and 
glamour.  



 
On the last day of term, we held a bake sale to raise funds for Macmillan Cancer Care. Thanks to 
generous donations from our students and their families, we raised an amazing £138.85 for the 
appeal. At the end of the day GlamoRose Cake Van came to sell cupcakes outside the school 
and they also contributed a share of their profits to the charity. Thank you to everyone who 
contributed.  

BAKE SALE 

LANGUAGES SPOKEN AT NOVA 

To celebrate the diversity of our school community, we are sharing a series of  facts about some of 
the different languages spoken by students at our school. This week’s entry has been produced by 
Yuki in Year 11.  



STELLAR DINER MENUS 

The Stellar Diner is the place for students to 
have a tasty meal and socialise with their 
friends. You will find a large selection of food 
and drinks, with a choice of at least two hot 
meals each day. Alternatively, you might 
prefer to buy a sandwich or baguette from 
the cold counter. 
 
We are open at breaktime and lunchtime. 
The menu changes every week and operates 
on a three-week cycle.  The menus are also 
available to see on our website Nova Hreod 
Academy > Information for Students > 
Stellar Diner  

https://www.novahreodacademy.org.uk/information-for-students/stellar-diner
https://www.novahreodacademy.org.uk/information-for-students/stellar-diner
https://www.novahreodacademy.org.uk/information-for-students/stellar-diner




FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

https://www.novahreodacademy.org.uk/about-nova/admissions/year-5-transition

